BELINDA
act, I must study her, before I can give you my final judgment.
Lady Delacour has honoured me with her commands to go to
her as often as possible. For your sake, my dear Hervey, I
shall obey her ladyship most punctually, that I may have
frequent opportunities of seeing yowr Miss Portman.'
Clarence expressed his gratitude with much energy, for this
instance of the doctor's friendship. Belinda, who had been en-
tertained by Dr. X------'s conversation during the first visit,
was more and more delighted'with his company as she became
more acquainted with his understanding and character. She
felt that he unfolded her powers, and that with the greatest
politeness and address he raised her confidence in herself,
without ever descending to flattery. By degrees she learned
to look upon him as a friend ; she imparted to him with great
ingenuousness her opinions on various subjects, and she was
both amused and instructed by his observations on the characters
and manners of the company who frequented Lady Delacour's
assemblies. She did not judge of the doctor's sincerity merely
by the kindness he showed her, but by his conduct towards
others.
One night, at a select party at Lady Delacour's, a Spanish
gentleman was amusing the company with some anecdotes, to
prove the extraordinary passion which some of his countrymen
formerly showed for the game of chess. He mentioned
families, in which unfinished games, bequeathed by will, had
descended from father to son, and where victory was doubtful
for upwards of a century.
Mr. Hervey observed, that gaining a battle was, at that
time, so common to the court of Spain, that a victory at chess
seemed to confer more eclat; for that an abbe, by losing
adroitly a game at chess to the Spanish minister, obtained a
cardinal's hat.
The foreigner was flattered by the manner in which Hervey
introduced this slight circumstance, and he directed to him his
conversation, speaking in French and Italian successively; he
was sufficiently skilled in both languages, but Clarence spoke
them better. Till he appeared, the foreigner was the principal
object of attention, but he was soon eclipsed by Mr. Hervey.
Nothing amusing or instructive that could be said upon the
game of chess escaped him, and the literary ground, which the
slow Don would have taken some hours to go regularly over,
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